MATERIALS AND METHODS
Male rabbits weighing 3 to 4kg were used in all experiments. Animals were placed in individual cages and were fed, unless otherwise stated, a rabbit chow (Oriental Co.) ad libitum.
They were then handled as follows: Group 1 was injected subcutaneously into the back with 57mg/kg of methyl iodide and then fasted for 48hr. Group 2 was injected with approximately 0.1ml of physiological saline solution and then fasted for 48hr.
This group served as a control for group 1. Group 3 was injected intramuscularly once a day for 3 days with 25mg/kg of 10% cobalt chloride solution and had free access to both water and food. 
RESULTS
Concentrations of plasma triglyceride (TG) and FFA are given in Table 1 . Plasma TG concentration increased significantly in both methyl iodide and cobalt chloride treated rabbits. In the cobalt chloride treated animals, plasma TG concentration was found to be higher, and plasma FFA concentration was a little lower than in methyl iodide treated animals. In the starved or pair-fed animals, plasma TG concentration remained at the level of the control rabbits fed on a normal diet despite a remarkably high concentration of plasma FFA.
As shown in Table 2 , hepatic CoA concentration increased similarly in both groups of treated animals. However, a similar change could also be observed in the control starved and pair-fed animals. This indicates that these agents, per se, failed to significantly alter hepatic CoA content. Acetyl-CoA concentration increased significantly in the animals treated with both agents, and in the control starved and pair-fed animals. A similar increase was seen in acyl-CoA concentration in not only the treated, but also in the control animals, whereas the concentration in the cobalt-treated animals was higher than that in the pair-fed controls. 
